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Persistent sciatic artery (PSA) is an extremely rare embryological vascular anomaly, which 
could predispose to aneurysm formation, vascular stenosis or occlusion leading to limb 
ischemia.  
 
We present a case of 67 year-old lady who presented with three months history of right foot 
non-healing ulcer. She had an attempt of right lower limb angioplasty via antegrade right 
common femoral artery approach but failed due to presumed access difficulties. Lower 
limb CT angiogram revealed bilateral persistent sciatic artery.  
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Persistent sciatic artery (PSA) is a continuation of the internal iliac artery, which exits the pelvis 
through the sciatic foramen to continue in the posterior compartment of the thigh. Its diagnosis is 
usually either incidental or following complications such as chronic or critical arterial 
insufficiency or aneurysm formation1.  
 
The aim of this presentation is to report a rare case of bilateral persistent sciatic artery, the 
clinical presentation, technical difficulties during catheter angiography and the recommended 
approach for angioplasty in patients with PSA. 
 
THE CASE 
 
A sixty-seven year old lady presented with 3 months history of non-healing right forefoot ulcer. 
She was a known case of type II diabetes, hypertensive, ischemic heart disease, post coronary 
bypass surgery and peripheral arterial disease with a previous left above knee amputation 16 
years prior to the current presentation. 
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